CREEKSIDE’S TEACHING NOTES for Sunday, May 29, 2016
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WHEN JESUS PRAYS FOR ME
John 17:1-26



1. JESUS PRAYS FOR HIMSELF:  John 17:1-5

glorification



God is glorious.  When we give him glory we are recognizing, acknowledging the essence of who he is.
“Ascribe to the LORD, O families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength, ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name. Bring an offering and come before him; the LORD in the splendor of his holiness.”
1 Chronicles 16:28-29
2 Actions glorify God
1) Ascribe . . . declare, praise, worship him
2) Bring an offering . . . agree, obey, submit, rehearse

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:
“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do.  And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.
John 17:1-5

The glory of God is seen in the revelation of who and what he is.  The more the revelation the greater the display of his glory.

The more we look to Christ the more we’ll look like Christ.


Jesus’ prayer for glory was a prayer for the manifestation of his character, his inward being, before the whole universe.


2. JESUS PRAYS FOR HIS APOSTLES:  John 17:6-19
protection




My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.
John 17:15-19

3. JESUS PRAYS FOR ALL BELIEVERS:  John 17:20-26
unity




“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.
 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”
John 17:20-26

Unity is not uniformity – we don’t have to all look and act the same
Unity is not unanimity – we don’t have to agree on absolutely everything
Unity is not unification – we don’t have to all wear the same denominational label

[image: ]Unity is at the very heart of the nature of God and therefore to be in unity is to reflect the character of God.
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